[image: image21.wmf] 

[image: image22.png]



 The

of Emmanuel

	Vol. 2020
February
Issue No. 2


The Mission Statement of Emmanuel U.C.C.

We take as our mission to be disciples of God:

· Teaching our Children and Youth

· Spreading the Word through Outreach

· Loving Our Neighbors

· Being a Shining Light in our Community

Following Jesus’ example, we do this with love, respect, and understanding for all – knowing that God is with us always.
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WORSHIP AND GROW

EACH SUNDAY

Focus on FAITH at 10:00 a.m.
Worship at 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, February 2
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
HOLY COMMUNION

7th Annual “Souper” Bowl
$5.00 Fundraiser Luncheon

Sunday, February 9
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
COMMITTEE REPORTS DUE 
Sunday, February 16
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
NEWSLETTER NEWS DUE
Sunday, February 23
Transfiguration 
FAT SUNDAY

Covered Dish Luncheon

NO DESSERTS NEEDED

Make Your Own Sundaes
LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday, March 8
First Sunday in Lent
Spring Bi-Annual Congregational Meeting

following worship
ALL COMMITTEE REPORTS DUE BY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH 
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         Once again Christmas has been placed in protective boxes and stored away in safe places.  I already miss the Christmas trees and the lights.  I miss the nativity scenes and the blow up decorations.  I miss that star that shines from the top of our tree and the stockings that have our names on them.  Every time we put Christmas away, the days seem a little bit darker and colder.  Perhaps I am noticing it more this week because the threat of a winter storm is hanging over us for this weekend.  This year I did something different.  Instead of packing everything away, I left a small nativity scene sitting on my shelf.
Each week we step a little closer to Lent, a little closer to the cross, a little closer to the sadness that we are called to walk through before we experience the joy of Easter.  That is why I left that nativity scene out.  Before I enter into Lent, the season of self-reflection and repentance, I want to be filled with the hope of the Christ child.  My prayer is that during this in-between period, this season after the Epiphany, you are taking the time to reflect on the gift that is Jesus and allowing the light of hope to fill you.

In light and love,

Pastor Becky
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Our committee was not able to meet in January.  Our next meeting will be Thursday, February 13th at 7:00 pm.

Join us on Sunday, February 2nd for our 7th Annual “Souper” Bowl Luncheon after worship.  We will be serving grilled cheese sandwiches with a choice of tomato soup or chicken corn chowder and desserts.  Cost - $5.00

Some upcoming events will include:

· Penny Party

· Spring Basket Social

· Food Bazaar

If you have an idea for a fundraiser – please let us know.  

Feel free to join us at our next meeting - Thursday, February 13th at 7:00 pm.

Thanks!

Kathy Heckman, Chair

Vicki Butz, Jeff Heckman, Jennifer Heiser, Lenore Kohl, Dee Marshall, June McCracken, 

Barry Weibel
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BLANKET THE WORLD WITH LOVE

During February we will be collecting contributions for the blanket fund.  The Church World Service of our denomination distributes blankets, tools, seeds, etc. to those who have lost their belongings to disaster around the world.  There are envelopes at the back of the sanctuary – or just take any envelope, mark it “blankets” and your name.  A blanket costs $10.00 but you may donate a whole, a half – or any amount.
[image: image5.jpg]



****************

Fat Sunday & Covered Dish      
Sunday, February 23rd 
NO DESSERTS NEEDED!!  
We will be having sundaes. [image: image6.png]



****************

BI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Spring Bi-Annual Congregational Meeting for the congregation of Emmanuel UCC will be held on Sunday March 8th following the morning worship service.  

All Committee Reports are due to Jennifer in the church office by 
Sunday, February 9th!
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                                                               March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25 (Free Community Meal, too) – Les Bartholomew
April 1
Would you (or you and a friend) be willing to sponsor or provide a meal during Lent?

Please see to June McCracken or Kathy Heckman.
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Serving Our Church
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	February 2
	John & Barbara Ferreira

	February 9
	Terry Sandt

	February 16
	Mark Bellesfield

	February 23
	


[image: image12.png]| iturgists




	February 2
	Kathy Heckman

	February 9
	Les Bartholomew

	February 16
	

	February 23
	


Deacon of the Month
Mark Bellesfield
Elder of the Month

Financial Secretary’s Report

January 2020

The New Year is under way and January is now history and we start s new decade.  With this New Year, we have a new budget to work with.  To meet our 2020 budget we must collect the following amounts in our Funds.  In Regular we need to collect $11,925.17 monthly.  Our monthly budget for the Benevolence Account is $1,192.50.   In January we collected the following:  Regular - $14,274.44; Benevolence - $582.00.  We received our annual payment from our Special Gifts yearly distribution of $6,854.44.  Just how did we do in 2019 to end the year?  Well, we finished with a positive balance in the Checking Account.    Our 2019 Regular Income including Special Gifts transfers was $138,032.61. Our 2019 Benevolence Income was a total of $11,689.04.  This month, our Regular Income was a little less than last January, due to a bad weather Sunday.

The following chart shows the distribution of our Income for this period as compared to last year.  I will also show our expenses for the past 12 months versus the same period in 2018.

	2019 Income Distribution
	2020 Income Distribution

	As of Jan. 31
	Income
	Budget
	As of Jan. 31
	Income
	Budget

	Regular Gifts
	$   6,793.50
	
	Regular Gifts
	$   6,193.00
	

	Special Gifts

Distribution
	$   5,000.00
	
	Special Gifts

Distribution
	$   6,854.44
	

	Fund Raising
	$   1,061.00
	
	Fund Raising
	$   1,227.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	$ 12,854.50
	$ 12,258.92
	Total
	$ 14,274.44
	$ 11,925.17

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Benevolence
	$     956.00
	$  1,225.92
	Benevolence
	$      582.00
	$   1,192.50


	2018 Expenses
	2019 Expenses

	As of Dec. 31
	Expenses
	Budget
	As of Dec. 31
	Expenses
	Budget

	Salaries & Benefits
	$  75,475.99
	$  90,432.00
	Salaries & Benefits
	$  91,059.15
	$  91,682.00

	Utilities
	$  21,425.54
	$  20,550.00
	Utilities
	$  16,484.80
	$  20,850.00

	Operations
	$  33,560.67
	$  35,880.00
	Operations
	$  28,190.37
	$  34,575.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	$130,462.20
	$146,862.00
	Total
	$135,734.32
	$147,107.00

	
	
	
	
	
	


February 2020

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1



	2Groundhog Day

HOLY COMMUNION

7th Annual “Souper” Bowl Fundraiser Luncheon


	3

Leona Eichelberger
	4


	5


	6


	7

WEYO Meeting – 7 p.m.

	8

Theo Hill


	9
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Due
	10

Consistory– 7:00 p.m.

	11

Choir– 7:00 p.m.

Les Bartholomew
Judy Kreglow

	12


	13

Fundraising  
7:00 p.m.
Eleanor Focht

	14

St. Valentine’s Day
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	15



	16
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News Due
Jason Heiser

	17
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	18


	19

Free Community Meal 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

	20


	21


	22



	23

FAT SUNDAY

COVERED DISH LUNCHEON

Jodi Ireland

Leah Schwoyer

	24

Joseph Faust
	25

Choir– 7:00 p.m.


	26
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6:00 p.m.

	27


	28


	29
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	The Heartbeat of Emmanuel is published 11 times annually (monthly except for a combined July/August issue) by Emmanuel United Church of Christ, 1547 Chew Street, Allentown, PA 18102.
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